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Description: 

Coccosphaera pelagica WALLICH, 1877 
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Figs. 1, 2, 5, S, Sa, 9D- 11D - Coccosphaera pelagica WALLICH, n. sp. 1) With 
its complem ent of coccoliths. 2) Cell-wall showing distinct membranous outline ; 
most of the coccoliths having been thrown off. 5) Coccolith seen from external 
aspect; showing the radiate striation on margin of outer disk, and the central 
depression which constitutes the <<central clear space>> of Huxley. S) Circular 
coccolith occasionally met with. Sa) A specimen of a form of coccolith occa
sionally but rarely occurring, in which there is no central depression, but appa
rently an aperture close to the margin of the outer disk. 9D) Diagrammatic, 
enlarges, side view of coccolith. 10D) Diagrammatic vertical section of same, 
showing the central depression (a), in external disk: s, the stem; i d, the inner 
disk. 11 D) D iagrammatic front view of the outer disk of same : a, the central 
depression, the <<central clear space>> of Huxley, and <<nucleus >> of other writers ; 
b, the innermost ring, indicating the margin of this depression; c, the ring indi
cating the outline of the intermediate piece, or stem uniting the two disks; 
d, the ring indicating the margin of the inner disk; e, the outline of the outer 
disk itself. Possibly these are the rings referred to in Prof. Huxley's Report 
of 1S6S, when describing the coccoliths as <<curious rounded bodies, to all appea
rance consisting of several concentric lavers surrounding a minute clear centre >>. 
N.B. In figs. 5, 11D (and 7 of C. carterii ) the letters indicate the sam e portions 

of the structure. 

Cell spherical, hyaline, with a distinct membranous wall. Cell-contents, a perfectly colourless 
glairy protoplasm. Coccoliths generally more or less elliptical, numbering from 16 to 36, 
arranged side by side, and, in the normal state, not overlapping. Central aperture of Coccolith 
single, margin of external disk finely and radially striate. Internal disk plain. 
Diameter of coccosphere ranging from 1/5000 to 1/830, of an inch. Length of coccoliths from 
1/9000 to 1/1000 of an inch. 

FARINACCI 1971 - IV/60 



Type level: 

Recent. 

Type locality: 

Free-floating, Indian Ocean and North Atlantic; and (dead) in North Atlantic muds. Always 
most abundant where the Globigerinae are in greatest profusion and the deposit of the purest 
king. 

Depository: 

Not gtven. 

Author: 

Wallich G . C., 1877, p. 348. 

Reference: 

Observations on the Coccosphere. Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist., s. 4, vol. 19, pp. 342- 350, pl. 17. 


	Coccosphaera pelagica Wallich (1877) [04060]

